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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  1959  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district. 

Vital  statistics  afford  a means  of  comparison  between  the  health 
of  a district  in  different  years,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  rates  for  your  district  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of 
the  previous  year  and  with  the  country  as  a whole. 

There  has  not  been  a maternal  death  or  a case  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  and  the  last  confirmed  notification  of  Diphtheria  was  in  1948. 

The  birth  rate  is  higher  than  last  year  and  the  death  rate  is 
lower.  Though  the  death  rate  is  appreciably  lower  than  last  year 
it  is  still  a little  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the 
S9JSS5  deaths,  132  died  aged  70-80  years  ; 62  between  80  and  90 ; and 
8 were  over  90.  None  reached  the  century  ! 

Lung  Cancer  increased  from  12  to  21 — this  increase  was  mostly 
in  males.  Cigarette  smoking  is  still  considered  a major  cause.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body,  including  the 
lung,  rose  by  about  33%.  Deaths  due  to  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases  were  very  much  lower.  Deaths  from  bronchitis  were  only 
J of  those  last  year  but  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  the  same  as 
last  year  — being  3,  but  accidents  from  all  other  causes  were  down 
by  over  50%.  Deaths  from  pneumonia  increased  over  3 fold. 

The  live  and  still-birth  rate  is  also  down  and  is  well  below  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  lower  than  last  year.  There  were 
13  deaths  as  against  16  for  1958.  Of  the  13  infant  deaths,  7 died 
before  reaching  the  age  of  5 days  ; 3 died  aged  1 week  ; 2 died  aged 
3 months  and  one  aged  6 months. 

Again  of  these  13  deaths.  5 died  from  prematurity  ; 4 from 
congenital  abnormahty ; 1 from  infection  associated  with  pre- 
maturity ; 2 from  infection  associated  with  abnormality  ; 1 from 
infection  solely. 
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There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  — paralysis  of  4 limbs,  a 
breathing  lung  had  to  be  used.  The  outcome  was  fatal.  This  was  a 
case  from  outside  our  district,  but  was  admitted,  diagnosed,  and 
nursed  in  the  General  Hospital. 

We  had  a measles  epidemic  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  causing 
776  notifications.  There  were  fewer  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  a 
very  shght  increase  in  the  number  of  dysentery  cases,  and  Scarlet 
fever  was  about  the  same  number  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  lower — 
there  being  21  in  comparison  with  24  in  1958.  This  is  the  lowest 
number  with  the  exception  of  1954  and  1956  when  there  were  19  and 
20  respectively.  The  non-pulmonary  increased  by  1 case. 

Details  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit’s  visit  are 
given  later  in  the  report.  There  was  an  even  poorer  response  than 
last  year.  No  case  of  Tuberculosis  or  suspected  Tuberculosis  was 
found,  but  other  conditions  were  discovered. 

The  age  range  for  Pohomyelitis  Vaccination  was  raised  to  25 
years.  It  was  difficult  to  get  the  older  age  groups  congregated 
together  to  carry  out  the  vaccinations,  so  factories  and  shops  were 
visited  and  arrangements  made  to  vaccinate  on  the  premises. 
Very  good  co-operation  was  obtained  from  all  factories  and  shops. 
Several  open  sessions  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
and  at  the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  a number  of  old  people 
in  the  area  and  where  necessary  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
voluntary  admission  to  Hostel  or  Hospital  or  the  services  of  a Home 
Help  were  provided. 

There  was  disappointing  progress  throughout  the  year  in  the 
building  of  houses,  and  there  has  been  very  little  relief  of  the  over- 
crowding prevalent  in  the  area.  A summary  is  given  later  in  the 
report. 

I would  again  like  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  consider- 
ation extended  to  me  by  my  Council,  and  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  another  year’s  excellent  work. 

Area  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9,336  acres.  The  estimated  population 
in  mid  1959  was  35,390,  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year’s 
estimate. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1959  was  £332,106  and  the 
product  of  a penny  rate  £1,290. 
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The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Council’s 
rate  books  was,  at  the  end  of  1959,  11,326. 

Vital  Statistics. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  have  been 
used  and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the  above  mentioned 
estimated  population. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

587 

290 

297 

Illegitimate 

31 

21 

10 

Total  618 

311 

307 

Comparability  factors  : Births  0.96  ; Deaths  1.15.  The  standard 
birth  rate  is  16.77.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  16.5. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  — 5.02. 


Still  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

20 

14 

6 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

Total  25 

17 

8 

=== 

— 

r- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  standard  17.44. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.7. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  643  ; 328  males  and  315  females. 

Deaths. 

After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable  deaths 
a total  of  392  (226  males  and  166  females)  deaths  of  residents  were 
recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a standard  death  rate  of  12.74 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole  in  1959  was  11.6.  Cardio-vascular  diseases 
accounted  for  200  of  the  total  deaths. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

According  to  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General, 
eight  males  and  four  female  infants  died  during  the  year  before 
attaining  their  first  birthday.  One  male  of  these  was  illegitimate. 
Of  these  five  legitimate  males,  three  legitimate  females  and  one 
illegitimate  male  died  before  the  age  of  four  weeks  ; three  legitimate 
males,  three  legitimate  females  and  one  illegitimate  male  died 
before  one  week. 
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Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  — standard  26.22. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  — 
standard  21.55. 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
standard  37.10. 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births)  standard  16.75. 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  standard  13.02. 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  standard  57.23 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of  deaths  : Nil. 
Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  : Nil. 

Still  birth  rate  (still-births  per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  44.71. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1959  was  22.0,  an  unpre- 
cedented low  record  for  the  country. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  from 
various  causes  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Lung  Cancer 

...  18 

3 

21 

Other  Cancers  

...  32 

28 

60 

Leukaemia 

...  2 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  24 

29 

53 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

...  52 

29 

81 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

...  3 

6 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

...  17 

23 

40 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  10 

7 

17 

Pneumonia 

...  18 

8 

26 

Bronchitis  

...  7 

1 

8 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

...  3 

1 

4 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer 

...  1 

1 

2 

Gastritis  and  enteritis 

...  1 

- 

1 

'Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

...  2 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

2 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostrate  

...  2 

- 

2 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

...  2 

2 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

...  1 

2 

3 

All  other  accidents 

...  4 

4 

8 

Suicide  

...  3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

...  3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

...  2 

- 

2 

Other  infections  

- 

- 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  

... 

- 

- 

Miningococcal  infections  

... 

- 

- 

Syphylitic  diseases  ... 

1 

- 

1 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified 

...  18 

15 

33 

Total 

...  226 

166 

392 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the 
deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
which  occurred  during  1959. 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Total  number  after 
corrected  diagnosis 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

35 

35 

1 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  

35 

35 

2 

26 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

776 

776 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

106 

106 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

16 

17 

1 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Total 

971 

971 

5 

27 

0 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows,  in  arrangement  by  age  groups,  the 
number  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


- 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulm( 

3nary 

Nc 

Pulm 

)n- 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

f5 

4' 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

25 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 ~ 

45 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

4 

3 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

65  and 
over 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

9 

12 

3 

3 

3 

1 

_ 

! 

1958 

16 

8 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1957 

17 

9 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1956 

5 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1955 

15 

9 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1954 

13 

7 

2 

1 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1953 

15 

19 

2 

2 

6 

6 

- 

1 

1952 

23 

21 

1 

3 

6 

9 

- 

2 

1951 

18 

11 

- 

2 

11 

10 

1 

- 

1950 

22 

32 

3 

8 

9 

5 

1 

4 

In  the  reports  for  1955,  1956,  1957  and  1958  reference  was  made 
to  the  special  consideration  given  by  the  Council  to  housing 
applicants  from  a home  containing  a sufferer  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  Unfortunately  this  consideration  was  not  continued 
during  1959  and  only  two  such  families  were  re-housed  in  adequate 
modern  dwellings. 
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Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  following  statistics  for  1959  relate  to  this 


Male  Female 

Attendances  572  1147 

Recalled  21  25 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  3 1 


district : 
Total 
1719 
46 
4 


Of  the  numbers  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  : 

None  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  active  tuberculosis. 
Four  had  acquired  heart  conditions. 

Three  were  suffering  from  Pneumoconiosis. 

Nineteen  were  listed  under  other  conditions. 

One  failed  to  attend  for  a clinical  examination. 


WATER 

A constant  and  unrestricted  water  supply  is  provided  by  the 
Council’s  waterworks  to  over  3,400  houses,  serving  a population  of 
about  13,000  with  water  of  good  quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost. 
Each  fortnight  a sample  is  taken  from  a different  part  of  the 
district  served  and  submitted  to  the  PubUc  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  of  these  examinations 
have  been  consistently  good. 

During  the  year  all  houses  and  premises  in  this  district  served 
by  the  works  have  been  examined  on  at  least  two  occasions,  the 
older  part  of  the  town  receiving  special  attention  and  more  frequent 
inspections. 


Monthly  consumption  of  water  is  as  follows  : 


Jan. 

15,702,000 

May 

14,450,000 

Sept. 

13,144,000 

Feb. 

13,562,000 

June 

13,842,000 

Oct. 

13,368,000 

March 

14,769,000 

July 

14,204,000 

Nov. 

13,154,000 

April 

14,020,000 

Aug. 

13,789,000 

Dec. 

13,128,000 

A total  of  167,132,000  gallons  for  the  year. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

With  a view  to  centralising  sewage  treatment,  a pumping 
station  has  been  built  to  replace  Escomb  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
and  a new  pipe  line  laid.  This  will  come  into  use  in  1960. 

Due  to  the  increasing  number  of  conversions  carried  out  in  the 
district,  there  is  an  increase  in  suspended  solids  in  the  sewage.  It 
is  difficult  to  treat  this  properly  with  the  present  plant. 

When  sewage  works  extensions  were  carried  out  in  1951,  it 
applied  only  to  setthng  tanks  and  bacteria  beds,  so  that  it  is  a 
continual  fight  to  keep  the  final  effluent  to  reasonable  standards. 

One  can  consider  the  amount  of  suspended  soHds  being  dis- 
charged when  it  is  reahsed  that  the  average  flow  to  the  river  is  about 
two  million  gallons  per  day.  The  River  Board  standard  is  not  more 
than  thirty  parts  per  million  of  suspended  solids,  but  this  is  not 
regularly  achieved. 
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What  is  wanted  is  increased  sludge  treatment  capacity  and 
provision  made  for  the  more  efficient  removal  of  suspended  sohds 
from  the  final  effluent. 

The  works  also  treats  sewage  from  Spennymoor  and  Shildon 
Urban  Districts  and  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District. 


SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
(n)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in  their 
homes,  doctors’  surgeries  or  County  clinics  : 

41  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunisation 
treatment  ; 66  children  received  ‘ booster  ’ doses. 

(/))  Whooping  Cough. 

62  children  were  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough. 

(c)  340  children  received  primary  combined  diphtheria  and 
pertussis  vaccinations  and  48  children  received  ‘ booster  ’ doses. 

The  administration  of  combined  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  injections  has  naturally  lowered  the  numbers  of 
single  injections  against  each  disease  alone.  The  protection 
with  the  combined  vaccine  is  now  considered  as  good  as  that 
with  the  single  injection. 

(d)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

278  primary  vaccinations  and  22  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

(e)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : 

1,188  received  first  injections. 

1,271  received  second  injections. 

3,403  received  third  injections. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
within  the  Urban  District  was  again  attained  in  the  course  of  1592 
visits  to  the  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses. 

Altogether  the  carcases  and  organs  of  12,877  animals  were 
inspected. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  found  was  again  less  than  in  the 
previous  3/ear.  In  cattle  (excluding  cows)  the  percentage  affected 
was  1.9  as  against  3.39  in  1958  ; and  in  cows  3.v57  as  against  4.94, 
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This  shows  favourably  the  effect  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food’s  tuberculosis  eradication  policy. 

On  the  other  hand  this  is  counterbalanced  by  an  apparent 
increase  of  the  tapeworm  cyst,  Cysticercus  Bo  vis.  In  the  course  of 
inspection  45  bovines  were  found  to  be  affected  with  this  parasite. 
This  is  almost  treble  the  1958  figure.  Of  these  45  carcases,  20  had 
to  be  subjected  to  refrigeration.  This  is  an  unfortunate  experience 
for  the  butcher  concerned  because  of  the  length  of  time  the  carcase 
is  subjected  to  low  temperature  resulting  in  a considerable  depre- 
ciation in  meat  value. 

Sad  though  this  may  be,  it  is  the  only  positive  safeguard  to  the 
public  apart  from  the  alternative  of  total  condemnation. 

The  quality  of  meat  handled  by  retailers  and  from  slaughter- 
houses within  the  area,  was  of  a high  standard. 


Cattle 

Cows 

1 

Calv’s 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

2952 

392 

17 

5903 

3613 

Number  inspected 

2952 

392 

17 

5903 

3613 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

1522 

145 

98 

175 

Percentage  affected 

51.56 

36.98 

- 

1.68 

4.84 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

55 

14 

61 

Percentage  affected 

1.9 

3.57 

- 

- 

1.72 

Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

42 

3 

Percentage  affected 

1.08 

0.77 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

20 



_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Again  all  eight  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  continued  in 
full  operation.  These  premises  are  situated  as  follows  : 

1.  Leazes  Farm,  Leazes  Lane,  St.  Helen’s  Auckland. 

2.  . Front  Street,  West  Auckland. 

3.  Grey  Street,  Bishop  Auckland. 

4.  Newgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland. 

5.  Chester  Street,  Bishop  Auckland. 

6.  Brook  Street,  Coundon  Grange. 

7.  Violet  Banks,  Etherley  Dene. 

8.  Main  Street,  Witton  Park. 

There  were  12,877  animals  slaughtered  in  these  premises  during 
the  year  and  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  1,641  visits  were  made. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Report  to  the  Minister, 
as  required  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  the  eight  premises  were 
fully  inspected  and  the  occupier  of  each  furnished  with  a list  showing 
the  extent  the  premises  fell  short  of  the  prescribed  regulations. 
Each  occupier  was  interviewed  and  the  provisions  of  future  require- 
ments explained.  It  now  remains  for  each  one  to  decide  whether  or 
not  the  premises  can  either  be  structurally  or  economically  adapted. 

During  the  course  of  visits  to  these  establishments,  particular 
notice  was  made  of  stunning  operations.  Not  one  case  of  cruelty  to 
animals  was  observed. 

In  1959,  thirty-three  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were 
issued. 


VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  FOOD 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  food  premises,  at  the  request  of 
the  occupier,  to  examine  food  which  was  suspect  as  being  fit  for 
human  consumption.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  ‘ seize  ’ food 
which  was  unfit.  On  each  occasion  a certificate  is  issued  to  the 
trader  showing  the  quantity  and  type  of  food  unfit,  which  allows 
him,  where  appropriate,  to  claim  replacements  from  his  supplier. 

All  food  found  unfit  is  either  destroyed  or  buried  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  shows  the  quantity  of  food  surrendered 
during  the  year  : 

4v8  tins  ham  ; 369  tins  meat ; 565  tins  fruit ; 311  tins  vegetables  ; 

83  tins  soup  ; 32  tins  rice  ; 26  tins  fish  ; 1 tin  jam  ; 106  tins  milk 

and  cream  ; 63  lb.  fish  ; 31  lb.  bacon  ; 46  lb.  butter  ; 2,302  lb. 

potatoes  ; 8 bags  cabbages  ; 107  stalks  bananas. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  types  of 
food  premises  in  the  Urban  area  : 

177  General  Dealers. 

10  Greengrocers  and/or  Fruiterers. 

37  Confectioners. 

7 Wet  Fish  shops. 

22  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  shops. 

13  Bakehouses. 

21  Premises  where  or  from  which  milk  only  is  retailed. 

35  Butchering  and  small  meats  manufacturing 
premises. 

21  Snack  Bars,  Cafes  or  Restaurants. 

29  General  Grocery  shops. 

30  Premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 

and  sale  of  small  meats,  sausages,  etc. 

It  was  necessary  on  one  occasion  to  institute  proceedings 
against  a meat  retailer  who,  despite  much  advice  and  many  warnings 
refused  to  comply  not  only  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  but 
with  elementary  hygienic  practices.  He  was,  upon  conviction,  fined 
more  than  £50. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  the  year  to  food  premises  was  475. 


SHOPS  ACT 

'fhis  Act  regulates  the  working  hours  and  welfare  of  shop 
assistants,  and  closing  hours,  both  general  and  on  Sundays.  During 
the  year  79  visits  were  made  in  order  to  investigate  complaints  or 
examine  notices  and  welfare  facilities. 


MILK 

In  the  district  there  are  49  premises  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  for  the  istribution  of  milk.  The  majority 
of  these  premises  receive  their  supplies  from  the  large  dairies  and 
virtually  none  is  stored.  The  main  concern  is  the  depositing  of  crates 
of  milk  where  sunlight  has  full  play  and  where  there  is  possible 
contamination  of  the  bottles  by  animals.  On  many  occasions  the 
attention  of  retailers  has  been  drawn  to  this,  and  to  the  practice  of 
leaving  empty  bottles  and  crates  lying  about.  There  would  be  less 
contamination  of  milk  bottles  if  retailers  and  the  public  were  more 
careful  in  the  rinsing  of  bottles  and  removal  of  ‘ notes  ' and  other 
debris  before  they  are  returned  to  the  Dairies.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
day  is  not  far  away  when  all  milk  will  be  delivered  in  waxed 
disposable  cartons. 
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During  the  year  the  following  licences  were  issued  : 


Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Pasteurised  Milk 
■ SteriUsed  Milk 

Supplementary  Licences 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Pasteurised  Milk 


3 


38 

13 

1 
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ICE  CREAM 

The  sampling  of  ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examination  helps 
to  indicate  the  efficiency  of  plant  cleaning  and  sterilisation  and  the 
standard  of  hygiene  reached  by  those  handling  the  commodity. 

Due  to  ‘ internal  restrictions  ' only  7 samples  of  ice  cream  were 
taken  during  the  year.  These  are  classed  by  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  are  shown  below  : 

1958  1959 

Grade  1 ...  ...  8 3 

Grade  2 4 2 

Grade  3 6 1 

Grade  4 12  1 

The  above  table  shows  some  improvement  in  purity  over  the 
previous  year. 

Premises  Registered. 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  7 

Storage  and  sale  only 129 

The  majority  of  registrations  issued  covered  the  retail  sale  of 
pre-wrapped  ice  cream  where  the  risk  of  contamination  is  virtually 
nil. 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

{If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  'cases') 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act  does  not  apply. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  PULMONARy  TUBERCULOSIS 


IT) 

LU 


C/7 

z 

-< 

CC 

h- 

o 

or 

2 


a 

o 

-j 

a 

z 


s 


949  1950  1951  1952.  1353  1954  195^  1956  1957  195*  1959 

Both  StrxES  MXi-ES Fe  males 


DEATHS  FROM  PU  LMO  N ARY  TUBERCUL03  IS. 


'f?  2 to 


1943  1350  1951  195a  1953  195+  1955  1355  1957  I95»  1959 

BOTH  SETES.  MM-ES. FEMALES  . 


GRAPH  SHOWING  MONTHY  QUANTITIES 
OF  BALED  WASTE  PAPER  PIS  PATCHED  INI 
jf-,c)o  I3S9  TOQETHER  WITH  INCOMF  AS 

COMPARED  WITH  1357  AND  1963. 


llDVNiMOl  a3dVd  3iSVM 


O 

oo 


31SVM  WObJ  3WOON1 


JAN  FCB  MAR.  APR  MAY  JUNE  Juty  Auq.  SEPT  OCT  HOV  dec 
1357 195? - 1359  — 


QRAPM  SHQ\VING  TOTAL  INCOME. 
TRADE  REFUSE  AND  SCRAP 
INCOME  COMPARED  WITH  '951,1958. 


>957  1958 1959 


TOTAL  INCOMC 


HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance. 

During  the  year  seven  clearance  areas  were  declared  and 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


Area 

Hawthorne  Cottages,  Bishop  Auckland. 
West  Road,  Wiseman’s  Yard  and 
Little  Tenters  Street,  Bishop  Auckland, 
comprising : 

Wiseman’s  Y ard 

West  Road  

Little  Tenters  Street  . . . 

Low  Escomb  (No.  1) 

Toadpool,  West  Auckland 
Ashley  Street,  South  Church 
Mill  Cottages,  South  Church 
Riley’s  Yard,  South  Church 


Houses 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 


1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

14,  15,  16a,  16b,  16c,  16d. 
17,  18,  19. 

83,  84,  85,  86,  87,  88,  89, 
90,  91,  92,  93,  94. 

20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

1,  2,  3,  4. 

1.  2.  3.  4. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses. 


Houses 

Order 

1 , William  Street,  Coundon  

. . . Closing. 

2,  William  Street,  Coundon  

. . . Closing. 

4,  Wear  Chare,  Bishop  Auckland 

...  Demolition. 

19,  Wear  Chare,  Bishop  Auckland 

...  Demolition. 

20,  Wear  Chare,  Bishop  Auckland 

. . . Demolition. 

1 , Quayside,  Bishop  Auckland  ... 

...  Demolition. 

2,  Quayside,  Bishop  Auckland 

. . . Demolition. 

3,  Quayside,  Bishop  Auckland 

...  Demolition. 

3,  Bridge  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 

. . . Undertaking. 

4b,  Auckland  Road,  South  Church 

...  Demolition. 

5,  Auckland  Road,  South  Church 

...  Demolition. 

6,  Auckland  Road,  South  Church 

...  Demolition. 

7,  Auckland  Road,  South  Church 

...  Demolition. 

14,  Westerton  Village.  ... 

...  Undertaking. 

15,  Toadpool,  West  Auckland 

. . . Closing. 

26,  Low  Queen  Street,  Witton  Park  . . . 

. . . Closing. 

99,  Low  Escomb  ... 

. . . Demolition. 

100,  Low  Escomb  

. . . Demolition. 

101 , Low  Escomb 

...  Demolition. 

Altogether  77  houses  were  represented  either  collectively  or 
individually  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
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General. 

(a)  Work  on  Houses  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Houses  found  to  be  defective  in  repair  ...  ...  175 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  175 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  133 

Houses  rendered  free  from  nuisance  complained  of  198 


(b)  Houses  Capable  of  Repair.  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Procedure  under  this  Act  is  carried  out  on  relatively  sound 
houses  which  can  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  No  Notice  was  served  during  1959. 


(c)  Housing  Act,  1957.  Houses  Incapable  of  Repair. 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Closing  Orders  made 4 

Undertakings  accepted  2 


(d)  Rent  Act,  1957. 

A summary  of  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  is  shown  in 
the  following  table.  Numbers  show  a substantial  reduction 
on  1958. 


1 . Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificate 22 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificate  ... 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificate  : 

(a)  In  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  the  defects  1 1 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  the  defects  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords 

under  Paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule.  ...  10 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local 

authority  under  proviso  of  Paragraph  5 of 
the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Number  of  Certificates  issued 10 


2.  Apphcations  for  cancellation  of  Certificates. 


Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority 

for  cancellation  of  Certificates  ...  ...  10 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

Certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite 

of  tenant’s  objection  ....  2 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  ...  8 
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(e)  Standard  Grants. 

The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  came  into  force 
during  the  year.  The  Surveyor  of  the  Council  deals  with 
all  applications  which  are  granted  subject  to  a Certificate 
of  Fitness  being  received  from  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  ; 

Number  of  applications  for  Grant  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  cancellations  due  to  non-compliance 

with  conditions 1 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  4 

Number  of  applications  refused ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  pending  Certificates  of  Fitness 9 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Fitness  issued  ...  40 

Applications  formally  approved  37 


In  instances  where  a substantial  amount  of  repair  is 
necessary,  a list  is  sent  to  the  applicant  who  can  either 
carry  out  the  work  prior  to  or  during  the  time  the 
amenities  are  being  provided. 


SUMMARY. 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  IN  1959 


Houses 

Demohed 

Displacement 

Persons 

Families 

In  Clearance  Areas. 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

123 

64 

19 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 
Action  under  Section  17  (1) 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

16 

3 

Unfit  Houses  Closed. 
Action  under  Sections  16  (4) 
17  (1)  and  35  (1)  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957 

_ 

Total 

124 

80 

22 
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HOUSES  WHICH  WERE  UNFIT  BUT  REMEDIED  IN  1959 


By 

Owner 

By 

Local 

Authority 

Pubic  Health  Act,  1936. 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

137 

(b)  After  formal  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act 

61 

- 

Total 

198 

- 

Inspections. 

(a)  Under  Public  Health,  Housing  and  Rent  Acts  ...  2112 

{h)  Under  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act 61 

Total  2173 


Altogether  330  families  benehtted  directly  by  local  authority 
action  during  the  year  either  by  replacing  unfit  houses  or  securing 
their  repair. 


New  Houses. 

In  1959  a total  of  107  new  houses  or  flats  were  provided  in  the 
Urban  District  — a decrease  of  50  over  that  of  1958. 


Built  by  local  authority  

1959 

58 

1958 

124 

1957 

76 

Built  by  private  enterprise  

31 

25 

33 

Built  by  Durham  County  Council  . . . 

15 

5 

7 

Converted  into  flats  (1  house) 

3 

2 

3 

Converted  from  factory  premises 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

107 

157 

119 

Of  the  58  Council  houses,  18  were  for  rehousing  families  from 
Clearance  Areas  and  the  remaining  40  were  One-bedroom  bungalows 
for  aged  persons. 

During  the  year  53  Council  houses  were  re-let ; 38  overcrowded 
famines  were  re-housed  and  2 patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
were  re-housed. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC 
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-Legal  proceedings  against  butcher,  fined  over  £50. 


CONVERSIONS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE 


During  the  year  a total  of  153  conservancy  type  closets  were 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

Number  of  conversions  carried  out  by  owners  61 

Number  of  conversions  carried  out  by  local 

authority  schemes  ...  ...  ...  92 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  the  Urban  District  were  as  follows  : 

Water  closets 11,706 

Ashclosets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,511 

Ashpits  and  ashpit  privies  118 


Over  the  period  of  six  years  commencing  1954,  a total  of  1,664 
conversions  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  staging  of  these  is  shown 
in  the  following  comparative  table. 


Year 

Conve: 

RSIONS 

Total 

Owners 

Local 

Authority 

1954 

110 

317 

427 

1955 

117 

34 

151 

1956 

115 

232 

347 

1957 

57 

188 

245 

1958 

70 

271 

341 

1959 

61 

92 

153 

Totals 

530 

1134 

1664 

Together  with  the  demolition  of  houses,  the  total  ashclosets 
etc.,  abohshed  in  the  year  numbers  257.  Many  of  the  houses 
demolished  under  slum  clearance  shared  sanitary  conveniences. 

The  numbers  eliminated  due  to  clearance  of  unfit  houses  is 
shown  hereunder  ; 

Ashclosets  ...  61;  Ashpits,  etc.  ...  27;  Water  closets  ...  16 

DRAINAGE 

This  covers  the  inspection  of  new  drainage ; the  repair  of 
existing  drainage  systems  ; the  clearing  of  blocked  drains  in  cases 
of  urgency  when  public  health  may  be  endangered  ; and  the  tracing 
of  drains. 
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In  these  tasks  the  work  done  by  Mr.  H.  Robb  is  of  inestimable 
value.  Some  of  the  drain  clearing  is  very  unpleasant,  and  these 
calls  are  increasing  in  number,  particularly  as  many  members  of  the 
public  expect  as  a right  that  the  local  authority  is  automatically 
responsible  for  the  rectification  of  drain  trouble. 

During  the  year  276  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

In  April,  the  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  W.  Laidler,  retired.  In  his 
place  came  Mr.  H.  Robb  (formerly  Destructor  Attendant/Baler) 
who  had  in  recent  years  deputised  during  periods  of  Mr.  Laidler’s 
sickness  and  holidays. 

The  new  Rodent  Operator  now  combines  the  work  of  rodent 
control,  disinfection  and  disinfestation  together  with  drainage  work. 

At  the  same  time  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food’s  grant  to  local  authorities  for  rodent  control 
ceased.  So  did  the  parental  control  in  this  work  exercised  by  the 
Ministry.  The  latter  meant  the  discontinuation  of  farm  service  by 
the  Ministry  whereby  local  farms  were  treated  against  rats  on  a 
contract  basis. 

These  contracts  were  not  taken  up  by  the  Council  who  decided 
to  give  a service  of  rodent  control  to  any  farmer  who  requested  it  on 
a time  and  material  cost  basis. 

The  following  table  shows  figures  from  the  1st  April,  1959  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  Previously  such  information  was  required  by  the 
Ministry  covering  a financial  year,  i.e.  1st  April  to  31st  March.  This 
has  now  been  discontinued  and  all  reports  will  follow  a calendar  year. 
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Number  of  Premises  in  the  area  

Number  of  Premises  inspected  as  a result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise 

Total  inspections  carried  out  {including  re-inspections) 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  which  were  found  to  be 

infested  by : (a)  Rats.  Major 

Minor  

(b)  Mice.  Major 

Minor 

Number  of  Infested  Premises  Treated 

Total  Treatments  Carried  Out  ... 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  : Treatment... 

Proofing  

Number  of  Block  Treatments  
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

This  work  was  carried  out  smoothly  during  the  year  despite 
difficulties  due  to  absences  occasioned  by  sickness  and  holidays. 

A once  weekly  collection  service  was  maintained,  being  carried 
out  by  two  men  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  One  driver  gave 
notice  to  terminate  his  employment  and  the  Destructor  Attendant/ 
Baler  was  appointed  Rodent  Operator.  Neither  man  was  replaced. 

weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  from  business  premises  was 
organised.  The  number  of  refuse  collection  areas  was  reduced  from 
ten  to  nine,  and  the  vehicle  thus  released  was  used  for  the  collection 
of  waste  paper. 

More  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  (9,447  of  refuse  and  510  of 
waste  paper  ; as  against  8,966  of  refuse  and  320  of  waste  paper  in 
1958)  and  disposed  of  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  main  reason  for 
this  can  be  attributed  to  the  changing  character  of  refuse.  For  the 
past  few  years  refuse  has  become  increasingly  lighter  and  bulkier 
with  consequently  increased  number  of  loads.  The  paper  content  of 
refuse  has  greatly  increased  due  mainly  to  the  pre-wrapping  of  food 
commodities  and  the  greater  number,  variety  and  size  of  papers  and 
periodicals.  This  will  continue  to  increase  until  satisfactory  methods 
can  be  devised  for  the  collection  of  that  paper  which  can  be  separated 
at  source. 

Even  though  the  refuse  is  lighter  per  cubic  yard,  refuse  remains 
in  this  area  at  a higher  bulk/density  than  the  national  average.  On 
estimated  and  test  weighings  it  is  5.6  cwts  per  cubic  yard,  giving  a 
total  estimated  weight  of  14,041  tons  collected  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year. 

Three  refuse  tips  were  again  used,  viz,  Witton  Park,  Newlield 
and  Black  Boy,  Gurney  Valley.  The  majority  of  the  refuse  is 
conveyed  to  the  latter  refuse  tip  and  it  is  here  where  a form  of 
controlled  tip  is  made. 

A scrap  vehicle  was  converted,  by  the  Cleansing  Department 
mechanics,  to  a vehicle  which  will  be  used  in  the  future  for  conveying 
the  bulldozer  from  Gurney  Valley  tip  to  the  other  tips  so  that  they 
can  be  improved. 

Waste  Paper. 

The  bottleneck  in  this  service,  viz,  the  baling  of  paper  has  now 
been  removed.  Instead  of  using  hand  baling  machines,  paper  is 
baled  by  contract  on  an  adapted  hay  baling  machine.  This  was 
started  in  September  and  the  benefit  is  shown  on  the  graph. 

To  streamhne  the  bahng  process  by  improving  ingress  of  waste 
paper  and  loading  of  bales,  the  baling  premises  at  South  Church  were 
altered  at  a cost  of  just  over  £50. 
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It  is  anticipated  that,  subject  to  unforeseen  difficulties,  the 
quantity  of  baled  paper  should  in  the  near  future  exceed  200  tons 
per  annum,  particularly  if  the  present  systems  of  collection  and 
baling  can  be  maintained,  and,  it  is  hoped,  improved. 

Income. 

The  quantity  of  paper  sent  baled  to  the  Thames  Board  Mills 
continues  to  increase,  and  this  year  totalled  73.3.  tons. 


The  quantities  shown  in  the  last  Annual  Report  inadvertently 
covered  the  financial  year  and  not  the  calendar  year. 


The  figures  therefore  should  be  and  are  : 

1957  1958 


Income  from  paper 

sales  £290  12  6 

Income  from  sale  of 
scrap  ...  ...  41  15  0 

Income  from  Trade 

Refuse  collection  122  7 10 


£318  3 
21  14 
261  1 


9 

6 


3 


1959 

£633  7 6 
9 0 0 
399  16  0 


Total  from  all  sources  £454  15  4 


£600  19  6 £1,042  3 6 


The  total  income  as  shown  for  1959  is  a 57.7%  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

Staff. 

The  following  table  shows  time  lost  in  days  due  to  sickness 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  1956,  1957  and  1958. 

Again  figures  are  corrected  to  a calendar  year. 


Number  of 

Days  Lo 

ST  Due  1 

:o  SiCKNi 

sSS 

Month 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

January 

41 

72 

82 

5 

February 

73 

35 

89 

56 

March 

37 

47 

53 

37 

April 

20 

44 

35 

54 

May 

24 

17 

16 

47 

June 

35 

2 

29 

7 

July 

47 

5 

10 

5 

August 

57 

14 

41 

21 

September  . . . 

28 

82 

85 

46 

October 

43 

32 

45 

14 

November 

15 

17 

2 

0 

December 

35 

25 

2 

43 

Totals 

455 

392 

489 

335 

24 


The  total  number  of  working  days  available  during  the  year 
was  6,100. 

The  total  time  lost  from  all  causes  was  353  days. 

1956  1957  1958  1959 

Time  Lost  % 6.9  6.05  7.63  5.78 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  J.  M.  Hegarty,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

Part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District. 
Assistant  County  (No.  10  Area)  Medical  Officer. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Officer  : 

R.  Snowdon,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  m.r.i.p.h.h.,  a.m.i.p.c., 
I.S.A.A.  (Dip.). 

Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Fuel. 

Qualified  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Qualified  Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspector. 

Qualified  Smoke  Inspector. 

Qualified  Shops  Inspector. 

Senior  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector : 

J.  R.  Lyle,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.m.i.p.c. 

Qualified  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Quahfied  Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspector. 

Quahfied  Smoke  Inspector. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Young,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Quahfied  Public  Health  Inspector,  April,  1959. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector : M.  Cosgrove. 

Clerk  : T.  K.  Crosby. 

Cleansing  Foreman  : F.  G.  Herdman. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  BY  SEXES  AND  AGE  GROUPS 
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1959  1 

21 

6 

j 1958 

rJH  LO 

C^l 

1957 

CD  Dq 

1956 

Gi 

1955 

,-1 

1954 

O CO 

1953 

rf  rf 

CO 

1952 

1951 

CT 

1950 

54 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  Notified. 

Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases  

27 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Notifications  and  Deaths 
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